Analyst says entertainment titan to be 
Hollywood’s ‘Wal-Mart.’ — Business, 1D 


Episode VIII gives Star Wars fans what 
they want, but has Empire won? - Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Scott Moser, who helps 
a high school 4-H Club 
with its animals, figures a 
7-year-old brown and white, 
1,500-pound Hereford cow 
named Stormy thought it 
was a game to twice opena 
gate latch at a church’s live 
Nativity scene and go wan- 
dering in Philadelphia until 
corralled by police. 


E Mason Paden, a police 
K-9 officer in Stafford, Kan., 
said he’s out to change the 
pit bull’s bad reputation 
with his new partner of 
that breed, 55-pound Kano, 
which is trained to sniff out 
narcotics or explosives and 
participated in his first drug 
bust Monday. 


E Simon Bramhall, 53, a 
British surgeon, pleaded 
guilty to two assault counts 
for using a cauterizing de- 
vice to burn his initials on- 
to his patients’ livers during 
transplant operations. 


E Henri Piette, 63, was 
indicted by a federal grand 
jury in Muskogee, Okla., on 
charges of kidnapping his 
stepdaughter and holding 
her captive for 19 years 
in Mexico and elsewhere, 
during which time he fa- 
thered her nine children, 
until the now 33-year-old 
escaped in 2016, investiga- 
tors said. 


E Ayrton Little, 16, cre- 
ated a viral sensation by 
posting a video of himself, 
wearing a Harvard Univer- 
sity hoodie and of his class- 
mates at a prep school in 
Breaux Bridge, La., jumping 
up and down and cheering 
when they learned that he 
had been accepted into the 
Ivy League school. 


E Alyse Gossman, a Sal- 
vation Army official in 
Broward County, Fla., said 
the charity will sell three 
1947 Mexican 50-peso gold 
coins, each worth about 
$1,300, that were wrapped 
in dollar bills and dropped 
into a red kettle outside a 
store in Pompano Beach. 


E Anne Klein of Support 
Dogs Inc. in St. Louis, said a 
black and white cat named 
D-O-G (dee-OH’-jee) is 
“fearless” in getting future 
service dogs comfortable 
around other animals by 
playing with their tails, 
sleeping in their beds and 
eating and drinking from 
their bowls. 


E Jason Wilkins, an as- 
sistant police chief, said 
police acting on a tip went 
to a Salina, Kan., home and 
found a 150-pound, 4-foot- 
tall sculpture depicting a 
sitting teddy bear covered 
in chocolate that was stolen 
a year ago from in front of 
the Russell Stover Candies 
factory in Abilene. 


E Samuel Johnson, 34, 
faces arson and other felo- 
ny charges after telling po- 
lice in Mesa, Ariz., that he 
used a book of matches to 
ignite the city’s four-story 
tall “Merry Main Christ- 
mas Tree,” causing about 
$40,000 in damage. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Sunny and seasonable. 
High 54, light 


west winds. 
Tonight Clear 
and cold. 
Low 33. 
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BRIAN FUNG 
THE WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — Feder- 
al regulators voted Thursday 
to allow Internet providers 
to speed up service for web- 
sites they favor — and block 
or slow down others — in a 
decision repealing landmark 
regulations from the time 
of President Barack Obama 
that provide for oversight of 
broadband companies such 


AP/JACQUELYN MARTIN 
“Entrepreneurs and innovators guided the Internet far better than 
the heavy hand of government ever could have,” Ajit Pai said 
Thursday in defending the change in Internet regulation. 


‘JUST GETTING started’ with cuts 
in regulations across the board, 
Trump says. Page 7A. 


as AT&T and Verizon. 

The move by the Federal 
Communications Commis- 
sion to deregulate the tele- 
com and cable industries was 
a prominent example of the 
policy shifts taking place in 
Washington under President 


With 3-2 vote, FCC 
scraps Net neutrality 


Step repeals Obama-era site-equality rules 


Donald Trump and a major 
setback for consumer groups, 
tech companies and Demo- 
crats who had lobbied heavi- 
ly against the decision. 

The 3-2 vote, which was 
along party lines, enabled the 
FCC’s Republican chairman, 
Ajit Pai, to follow through on 
his promise to repeal the gov- 
ernment’s 2015 Net-neutrality 
rules, which required Inter- 

See NET, Page 8A 
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A meeting in Beijing 
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AP/NICOLAS ASFOURI 


Chinese President Xi Jinping (left) and South Korean President Moon Jae-in review an honor 
guard Thursday during a welcoming ceremony for Moon at the Great Hall of the People in 
Beijing. The leaders met for talks seeking to move past a spat over the deployment of a U.S 
missile shield in South Korea, with Moon voicing interest in “a new era” in relations. Article, 8A 


Coverage window shutting 


Non-Medicaid sign-ups hit last day in state; penalty hovers 


ANDY DAVIS 

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 
A shortened open-enroll- 
ment period for health cov- 
erage comes to a close early 
Saturday, giving millions of 
Americans, including tens of 
thousands of Arkansans, just 
hours to sign up or risk pay- 
ing a penalty when they file 

their tax returns next year. 
The open-enrollment pe- 
riod is the time each year 
when people who buy cov- 


erage on their own, rather 
than through an employer, 
can sign up or change plans. 

Last year and this year, 
enrollment started on Nov. 
1, but last year, the sign-up 
period lasted until Jan. 31. 
This year, it ends at midnight 
today Pacific time — 2 a.m. 
Saturday in Arkansas. 

Andy May, an insurance 
agent in Newport, said he’s 
seen a last-minute surge in 
customers. 


Most school districts 
OK’d for Aug. 13 start 


Only 12 in state have yet to get waivers 


CYNTHIA HOWELL 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A total of 191 Arkansas 
school districts on Thurs- 
day got an OK from the state 
Board of Education to start 
the 2018-19 school year on 
Monday, Aug. 13, which is 
earlier than allowed by law. 

As a result of Education 
Board action Thursday and 
last month, only 12 districts 
in the state have yet to re- 
ceive waivers of the statute 
that dictates the timing for 
the start of a school year. 

Ten of the 12 are ineligible 
under the waiver law used by 
most districts, but they could 
ask for permission from Ar- 
kansas Education Commis- 
sioner Johnny Key. 

The two remaining dis- 


RELUCTANTLY, BOARD approves 
28 districts’ plans for raising 
achievement. Page 5A. 


tricts — Little Rock and Pu- 
laski County Special — plan 
to ask for an early school 
year start at the Education 
Board’s January meeting. 

Arkansas Code Annotated 
6-10-106 sets the first day of 
school for the Monday in the 
week that contains Aug. 19. 
In the coming 2018-19 school 
year, that would make the 
earliest first day of school 
Aug. 20. 

Act 1240 of 2015 allows 
districts to seek waivers of 
state laws and rules that 
previously have been grant- 


See EARLY, Page 5A 


“Tt’s been crazy,” he said. 
“The phone rings off the 
hook.” 

As of Dec. 1, 60,560 Ar- 
kansans were enrolled in 
non-Medicaid plans offered 
through the federal site 
healthcare.gov, down from 
65,972 who were signed up 
on the same date last year, 
according to the state Insur- 
ance Department. 

Because of the shorter 

See ENROLL, Page 5A 


GOP seeks out 
tax-cut offsets 
as Rubio balks 


Bill too deficit-laden; senator 
demands bigger child credit 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — A day 
after House and Senate Re- 
publican leaders said they 
had reached agreement on a 
merged version of their tax 
bill, they continued looking 
for ways to pay for the tax 
overhaul and faced a Re- 
publican senator’s threats to 
oppose it. 

Republicans plan to un- 
veil a final bill today, with the 
aim of voting on the legisla- 
tion early next week and de- 
livering it to President Don- 
ald Trump for signing before 
Christmas. 


But many 
of the chang- 
es made to 
assuage the 
concerns of 
businesses 
and Repub- 
lican law- 
makers are 
expected to 
drive up the 
reduction of revenue in the 
bill and will need to be paid 
for to ensure the legislation 
does not add more than $1.5 
trillion to the deficit over a 
decade. 

On Thursday, Sen. Mar- 
co Rubio, R-Fla., indicated 


See TAXES, Page 7A 


In D.C., Hutchinson 
argues for NAFTA 


He asks Pence, others to protect pact 


FRANK E. LOCKWOOD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

WASHINGTON — Elim- 
inating the North American 
Free Trade Agreement, as 
President Donald Trump 
has threatened, would un- 
dermine Arkansas’ economy, 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson told ad- 
ministration officials Thurs- 
day at the White House. 

The Republican was one 
of four governors at the 
hourlong meeting, which 
featured Vice President Mike 
Pence, Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross, Agriculture 
Secretary Sonny Perdue and 


U.S. Trade Representative 
Robert Lighthizer. 

“It was important for 
them to hear exactly what 
the impact would be on Ar- 
kansas” if the nearly quar- 
ter-century-old agreement 
is abandoned, Hutchinson 
said shortly after the meet- 
ing ended. 

If Trump were to termi- 
nate NAFTA, “it would be 
very harmful,” the governor 
said. “I do not believe that is 
the goal of the administra- 
tion. Their preference is that 
NAFTA be renegotiated in a 


See TRADE, Page 2A 


Haley ties missile to Iran 


AP/CLIFF OWEN 


U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley displays pieces of an lranian-made rocket Thursday during a news 
conference in a hangar at a military base near Washington. She said the pieces are “undeni- 
able” evidence that Iran is arming Houthi rebels in Yemen. Haley, a vocal critic of Iran, raised 
the “terrifying” specter of such missiles aimed at airports in the U.S. or Europe. 


Article, 4A 


